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What is Functional Classification?? 
The Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1973 required every state 
to Functionally classify their roadways.  
 
The Functional Classification of a road is based primarily on 
the characteristics of that road. 
 
 

 

 

 

 



MAG Regional Functional Classification 



Why is Functional Classification Important? 

Planning: 

• Used by all levels of government.   

• Helps to provide a picture of what our roadways are like. 

 

Funding: 

• Roadways classified as Urban Local, Rural Local, and Rural Minor 
Collectors are not eligible for federal funding.  

 

Reporting: 

• Data collected for HPMS is based on the roadway Functional 
Classification.   

 
 

 

 

 

 



How to Functional Classify your Roads 

Making changes to the functional classification system is a 
collaborative effort between local, county, COG/MPO, 
state, and FHWA officials. 
 
MAG’s Principal Arterial network was reviewed and 
updated in 2014 due to MAP-21 requirements. 

 
Many of the Principal Arterials were downgraded. 
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How to Functional Classify your Roads 

Traffic Counts:  a useful tool in determining the functional 
classification of a roadway. But not always. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



How to Functional Classify your Roads 

Major Activity Centers:  schools, hospitals, sporting 
facilities, transportation depots, etc. can warrant a higher 
classification. 

 
 

 

 

 



How to Functional Classify your Roads 

Connectivity:  the system should maintain connectivity and 
exist in a hierarchal order. 
• Principal Arterials should connect cities with cities. In most 

cases these are state highways. 

• Roads that are functionally classified above local should 
terminate at both ends with a road that is the same 
functional classification or higher. 
• For example, a Minor Arterial should only terminate at another Minor 

Arterial or a Principal Arterial. It shouldn’t end at a Major Collector. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Connectivity Example 

Good Connectivity 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Connectivity Example 

Poor Connectivity 
 

 

 

 

 

 



How to Functional Classify your Roads 
Urban boundaries are no longer a factor in determining the 
functional classification of your roadways.  Although you 
can use them as a guide. 

 
Local roads should account for no less than 65% of all your 
roadway mileage 
 
Collectors and Arterials combined should account for no 
more than 35% of all your roadway mileage. 
 

 

 

 

 



Preparing Your Reclassification Request 
1.  Go to the ADOT homepage and click on “Maps” in the left 
menu. www.azdot.gov 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.azdot.gov/


Preparing Your Reclassification Request 
2.  In the Map section click on “Functional Classification Maps” 
in the left menu. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Preparing Your Reclassification Request 
3.  Review maps and updated request form.   

 
 

 

 

 

 



Preparing Your Reclassification Request 
4.  Use the maps to view your current func class schema.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Preparing Your Reclassification Request 
5.  Fill out a request for each functional classification change. 

• Attach a map showing the proposed change. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Preparing Your Reclassification Request 
6.  The COG or MPO should check the reclassifications and 
make sure that jurisdictional connectivity and hierarchy is 
maintained.   
  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Preparing Your Reclassification Request 
7.  The COG or MPO should create a memo for ADOT that 
approves or disapproves of the functional classification 
requests.   
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Preparing Your Reclassification Request 
8.  All documents can be submitted via email or mailed. 

• However, I do need to see a signature on the memo. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Functional Classification Request Form Example 



Future Plans 

Involve ADOT before going to your Streets Committee for 
review 

Statewide Reevaluation of the Functional Classification 
System 

Online Request Process 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Questions? 

Patrick Whiteford, GISP 

Senior GIS Analyst  

Multimodal Planning Division 

602-712-8591 

pwhiteford@azdot.gov 

 

 

 

 

James Meyer, GISP 

GIS Program Manager  

Multimodal Planning Division 

602-712-8037 

jmeyer@azdot.gov 
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